Impressions were taken five days after the accident, great difficulty being experienced?though everything was done to gain the confidence of the patient?the whole body of the superior maxillae having to be raised to gain insertion of tray and modelling composition. Fortunately the first attempt produced impressions deemed sufficient upon which to build an inter-dental splint.
The apparatus shown was designed, and on September the 20th it was applied. The patient was given chloroform, but this had to be abandoned, as symptoms of asphyxia were threatening, and the operation had to be completed with the patient in a semi-conscious condition. The splint was jumped into its place, and was found all that could be desired, the struggles of the patient alone tending to any difficulty in correcting the deformity. Following this, Petit's tourniquet was used, and applied round the vertex of the chin, in order that pressure might be gradually exerted on the lower jaw. As shown, by means of this tourniquet gradual pressure could be made by tightening the screw of the instrument, the band, however, by compressing the superficial veins, interfering somewhat with the venous return from the face, giving the patient a cyanosed appearance whenever the band was tightened. This was obviated to a considerable degree by pads of corrosive wool applied underneath the band.
Patient was fed through the opening in the apparatus -with fluid foods, and in a few days was able, occasionally, to smoke his pipe comfortably, the only discomfort being" caused by the continual tightening of the screw.
The lower jaw was kept continually pressing against the splint until October the 22nd, something like five weeksafter the insertion. The apparatus, which had not been touched since its insertion, was then removed, and the result gave the utmost satisfaction, one or two cusps of teeth alone preventing perfect articulation.
In a few days the patient had ground these down himself, and in a short time left Leith Hospital with little or novisible signs of the accident.?Dental Record.
